
Students’ Reflection on the Scotland trip 
 

The following are the masterpieces of our participants’ reflection on the Scotland trip. 
Enjoy! 

 
Creative Secondary School  
 
Jasmine Chan 

 
 
Being selected by our school and having the opportunity to learn, I am 
overwhelmed to travel to meet new friends from different countries, different 
schools. Time flies, it was just 9 days in Scotland and I’ve already 
experienced their lifestyle, culture, education, and of course, food.  
 
During the days living with my host family, I found out that they have 
elegant and formal attitudes towards family. They are seldom casual in 

speaking; there was a time when we were having dinner at the 
table, and the host daughter wanted to go to the washroom, in 
Hong Kong I would just go if I had to, but in their home, the 
daughter asked, “May I please go to the loo?” This question hit me 
hard as if I just realized how well-mannered they are. After school, 
I would go home with the host daughter either by bus or by car, 
and chat for a while about Hong Kong and Scotland, the 
cultures, lifestyle, etc. They have a more chill, calm 
lifestyle while Hong Kong is a rush and busy society. They don’t 
have much homework and they would always have family time at 
night. I think that Hong Kong people should also have a family night so that we could bond and know 
more about what is happening and care about one another. They would watch television every night to 
relax with some shortbread and tea. I love their tea really much as the smell is warm and cozy. The 
weather there was really humid and cold but not windy at all, whereas in Hong Kong, it feels colder than 

Scotland.  
 
In the classes I had at George Watsons, I learnt that they have similar 
teaching styles as my school, but maybe not in other local schools. 
What shock me the most is that they would learn about Chinese 
cultures and language. I didn’t know until then how powerful China is. 
They even have Chinese restaurants in streets which the food tastes 
really Chinese. On the other hand, Scottish foods are really tasty with 
sweetness. In the SCEN Summit Forum talk on the last day, children 
were singing Chinese songs and some students even made their own 

Chinese song. It was really China related.  
 
Overall, I’ve learnt quite a lot after this trip and had a great time. The best part is that it feels like I have 
an other family across the world. It was an incredible yet unforgettable experience. 



Angel Chong 
 
As I had never been to Scotland, this trip has definitely given me a taste of what it is like to live in 
Scotland, and it has allowed me to have the in depth knowledge of what this place is like. I never would 
have gained such meaningful and treasurable experience if I was only there for traveling with my parents 
or going to normal study tour. This is honestly the best exchange program I have ever been on. Most 
importantly, this trip has given me a whole new perspective on China’s development and what is meant 
by influential. For sure, I had learnt about the development of China and knew that she is influencing the 
world in all aspects. But this trip, in particular, allowed me to have a real feeling of her incredible soft 
power. As a Chinese, I am very impressed and proud of my country. 
 
My immediate impression of Scotland was reminiscent of Harry Potter films; the bare trees, the old 
architecture, the grey, overcast skies. My accommodation was equally charming. The house was 
surrounded by beautiful old buildings and my host house looked impressive and homely. During the visit, 
I stayed with a family with 3 children; Rachael (16 year-old), Richard (14 year-old) and Patrick (10 year-
old) who all attended George Watson’s College. They were all very welcoming, friendly and energetic. 
The first day that I arrived in Scotland, it was Richard’s birthday party. He had a casino themed party, 
which was very grand, and different from what I was used to see in Hong Kong. I was introduced to all 
kinds of casino games, it was difficult at first but I had a lot of fun trying. It is also rare to see so much 
effort being put into a birthday party and I was very impressed by that. 

 



 
 
The time that I stayed with my host family really gave me an idea on how different their life-style is 
compared to ours. I was really surprised with their daily routines and how family-oriented they were. I 
was particularly surprised by how they were able to balance their school life with their interests and 
whilst also having some free time. My host family’s children would wake up early in the morning to 
practice their respective instruments; and not only would they participate in morning school activities but 
they also had extracurricular activities after school. Even after such a packed schedule they still were able 
to manage their time effectively with enough rest at the end of the day, going to bed at around 9pm. This 
is unheard of in Hong Kong where the average sleeping hours of secondary school students would 
approximately be five hours or less. This immediately opened my eyes to the different lifestyle of 
students in Scotland and Hong Kong. I realized that with good time management I could achieve the same 

as them while also having a good amount of sleep, this 
encouraged me to reflect on my personal lifestyle and 
the education system in Hong Kong.  
 
I was fortunate enough to participate and experience 
this important part of Scotland’s culture - St. Andrew’s 
Day. It is Scotland’s national day and is celebrated on 
the 30th November. That night, my host family invited 
their friends over for dinner. Before the dinner, Richard 
and Patrick gave us a wonderful performance where 
Richard worn his kilt and played the bag pipe (worth 
mentioning, GWC has a world class pipe band) while 
Patrick gave a traditional speech. For dinner, we had 
Scotland's national dish — haggis. It is a savory 
pudding containing sheep's heart, liver and lungs, 
minced with onion, oatmeal, spices and salt. 
Traditionally encased in the sheep's stomach, although 
nowadays most haggis is prepared in a sausage casing. 
It was served with pumpkin and mash potato. I could 
still remember how delicious it was. It was a very filling 
evening and was definitely one of the most memorable 
days of my journey. 
 



 

 
 
The highlight of this trip was definitely being able to participate in the 5th Scotland China Education 
Network (SCEN) conference, held at the Edinburgh International Conference Centre, where we are able 
to share our experience of being a student in Hong Kong, while understanding the learning of Mandarin 
and the Chinese culture in Edinburgh. I enjoyed watching the performances from the Scottish students a 
lot! Other than the Scottish pipe band performance, they also performed 小蘋果, Chinese dance, Chinese 
drum and sang Mandarin songs that they wrote by themselves, which were all very impressive!   

 

 
 

 
 



This conference has surely broadened my horizons because I got to see how influential China and its soft 
power actually are. I was really surprised and shocked to see foreigners being interested in learning about 
Chinese culture and also its language, Mandarin. A lot of them found Chinese culture to be very beautiful 
and powerful. I could not have imagined this if I did not attend this conference.  
 
We also had an exceptional opportunity, meeting and talking to Lord Wilson, the former governor of 
Hong Kong and president of SCEN; Dr. Judith McClure, chairperson of SCEN; and Mr. Zhang Limin, 
deputy Chinese Consul general. We talked about learning Chinese in Edinburgh and some other social 
issues. 
 

 
 
Overall, my trip to Scotland was a life changing experience. It opened my eyes to not only the culture of 
Scotland, but also the importance of Chinese culture overseas. The trip has been unexpectedly rewarding 
and fun. I would like to give my sincere thank to everyone who put so much effort into organizing and 
holding this amazing trip. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Law Ting Pong Secondary School 
 
Rachel Liew 

 
I love going to study trips as it can help us to broaden our horizon, 
and make us learn other cultures easier. Also, to make us step out of 
our comfort zone, and cultivate ourselves into a better person.  
 
 It was first day of the trip, we met up on a Saturday night, and now 
my memories are still here, and it is never going to fade away. It still 
felt like yesterday. Everyone was so excited, but I was not like the 
others. I                        
 was hypered. It was my first time to go to Scotland, and it  had been 
a wonderful experience, or probably the best one ever as a study trip.  
As first, I was shy to talk to people from other schools, because we 
are strangers after all. But then things got a lot better, I met plenty of 

friends, not just from Scotland, but the one from Hong 
Kong too. 
 
As soon as we got on the plane, a lot felt asleep but I, 
ate a lot… I couldn’t sleep, because it was actually my 
first time going to a country which is so far away with 
others but not family. Probably was not tired at all, 
probably was home sick. Then, after hours on the 
plane, I saw the sunshine from the window. It 
brightened my day, which made me feel like 
something good was going to happen, and I was right!  
 

 
 
(When I got to Edinburgh, I saw this sign in the airport. I thought it  was pretty nice like I 
have never seen this kind of things in Hong Kong. They even got the map on the floor! I 
think it’s amazing.) 
 
So, many people may be wondering where do I live or who do I live with. 
Well, I lived with a host family. My host family are so amicable, which 
made me like them so much at the first sight. They are called the Tuppers. 
My host mom picked me up first, then we got back home and I started to 
unpack my baggage. I got a funny elder host brother, name called Jonathan, 
he always play with me when I got back home. He is 2 years older than me. 
We sang, got high with music, played computer games, made fun of each 
other, just like biological brother and sister. I even got 3 host sisters, two 
are called Sarah and Chloe but I have never met the third one.  I just felt 
like there was no difficulties communicating with my host family. We have 
the same type of thinkings, habits, which was pretty awesome. It totally felt 
like home. 



After finish unpacking, my host dad came back     (These photos were 
taken   from charity work. So, my host parents decided on the Arthur’s 
Seat,                 to take me around the city. I was so happy to       which is 
the highest hill in    walk around, you can 
see the view is pretty nice. Edinburgh) 
I saw all kinds of geographical 
conditions in one sight, I could see the 
rocks, the prairie, the deserted areas, and 
a bit of farmland. I was surprised to 
know that I was actually standing on top 
of a volcano (but it’s an extinct one). I walked for 30 minutes from the 
house to the top of the hill. We walked pretty fast, so that when I got to the 
top of the hill, I almost suffocated (just kidding). AFterwards, I went 
around the city with my host parents. They showed me a lot of sites, and told me about the history behind. 
Although the day was tiring, it was totally worth it.  
 
(The compass-like thing on the right hand side shows the 
location of every hill in Edinburgh, including the exact 
orientation and the hill’s height and distance away the 
Arthur’s Seat) 
 
On the next day, I went to to my host school, which was the 
James GIllespie’s High school. We had 6 lessons in total in a day, 
just like my school but I felt so grateful because that their 
school time is actually later than the school time in Hong 
Kong, so that I didn’t have to wake up so early.  

 
(The photo on left hand side is me with the head teacher of James Gilliespie’s High School  
exchanging souvenirs. Head teacher in Scotland is just as same as principal in Hong Kong) 

 
I had French, Spanish, English, and Music lessons. They were pretty interesting. 
And I also realized that the students in Scotland can actually choose every 
subject that they want to learn, except that English is compulsory. I love this 
kind of system, because students can have free choice of learning things that 
they are capable of and things that they like to do. Besides, the school provides 
lockers for students, the large ones, and the medium ones. The large one is half 
of an adult’s height, and the medium one is just 1 or 2 feet shorter than the large 
one. Each student get to have their own locker (the medium one). But students 
can request for the large one as they probably need more space to fit their 
belongings in, which I think is pretty cool.  
I also loved the teachers there, they are all so affable. The head teacher even 
mentioned one thing which made me love the school more. He said “School 
shouldn’t be just about students respecting teachers, but teachers respecting 
students too.” 

The weather in Edinburgh was almost great for every single day. Although it was always under 7 degrees, 
there was sunshine, and a bit of rain. Luckily, rain only comes when it’s night time, so that I didn’t need 



to hold an umbrella for the whole day while walking to the sites. There was even a few days which the 
sky turned colorful during sunrise 
and sunset. It was so beautiful.  
 
Just like what I said. Through the trip, 
I’ve met different people from either 
Scotland or other schools in Hong 
Kong. I met two of my new best 
friends across the globe, and I love 
them so much. We have so much in 
common, and of course, they are just 
like unbiological sisters to me. They 
are from James Gillespie’s High 
School.  
 
 (The photo on the left is me and my friend, 

Rachel. The photo on the right is me and my friend, Rorie. They both do ballet, 
and they play piano, just like me!)  
 
To be honest, I don’t think I wouldn’t ever have them as my best friends if I didn’t go to Edinburgh, 
which made me feel even more grateful for the chance of going on this 
SCEN Youth Summit Study Trip. WIthout the chance, I might never 
know these wonderful people. They made my life more meaningful, and 
they deserve all my thanks. Not just them, but also the people that I met in 
James Gillespie’s High School are all so nice. For example, Daphne in 
my English class, and Alison in my music class. But of course, I didn’t 
just meet people from James Gillespie’s High School. I met a lot of my 
friend’s host family, and we became friends too! I just feel so obliged 
because of meeting more and more people, and eventually get to have no 
boundaries between us.  
 
(The photo on the right is me with my friend, Richard, and his little brother. Richard is 
my friend’s host brother, who is from George Watson’s College. He plays excellent 
bagpipe!)  

 



 
                                                                                                                                 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
In those few days, I went to lots of awesome sites, such as the Edinburgh Castle, the National Zoo, The 
ELephant House, The National Museum etc. I gained a lot of knowledge from these places. From zoo, 
I’ve acknowledged that animals in same type could also have lots of 

different species. And I 
think that people built up 

the zoo for the 

protection of 
animals, so 
that it actually showed us 
the importance of treating animals nicely. Or else, we 
wouldn’t have the chance to see them in real life. 
 
From the castle, I’ve acknowledged that the castle was 
built for warriors to live in, to protect the city, protect 
the palace. I loved the Prison of War of the castle the 



most, as I’m very interested in the prisoner’s life and I found that the structure of prison was actually 
amazing. It got me some kind of gruesome feelings when I see the stairs to the cellar but it was a shame 
that the way was blocked, and no one could enter the cellar. Otherwise, it would be super exciting and 

absolutely awesome. 
 
In the National Museum, I found a lot of things. It seemed like they 
almost got everything that people need to know for their life in one 
place, which I think is pretty cool. I 
could see things related to astrology, 
ecology, cytology, paleobiology, 
history of different cultures etc. It 
was a great opportunity for learning, 
as I could basically just learn 
knowledge that people need to 
learn for months in school within 

just     
                           
one day.  
                                                           
We went to 
the Elephant 
House, which was the place where J.K Rowling 
wrote her Harry Potter series of books. The 
structure inside was so nice! It made me feel like 

home. They have a fireplace with sofa, just like a 
living room. You would literally feel extremely 
relaxed when you sit down in there.  Besides, 
think what I found out! I found out that the price 
of food in Edinburgh are a lot cheaper than the 
price of food in Hong Kong. I had half of the 
pizza for my lunch, and it just costed me 2.5 

pounds, which means just around 25 Hong Kong dollars. How cheap was 
that? The restaurant even got me some salad as side dish! You could never 
see this kind of price with this kind of amount of food in Hong Kong.   
                                                    This made me love Edinburgh so much, I didn’t  
                                                  even want to leave.  
 
 



To speak in general, Scotland is way better than Hong Kong in comparison. I loved it since I got there. 
I’ve experienced a lot and learnt a lot. I would love to go to trips like this again if I have a chance in the 

future. I think it was really a great opportunity for 
seeing the world in a larger degree, and meet new 
people, to step out of your own small comfort zone, to 
get into a bigger place , larger society. This would 
make my whole life meaningful by joining just a trip 
like this. Love it, and will never forget about it! 
 
(The photo on left is my with my friend, Yumi. Also, her host 
mom’s niece, Sylvie She was a nice and adorable baby. We got a 
lot of topics between, we had great time together.) 
 
 
 
(The photo below is  about we having our last dinner in 

Edinburgh, with our host brothers or host sisters. This 
event pulled ourselves closer together between each 
other.) 
 
 
 
(This is me and my Hong Kong friend, Angel on the 
right) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



So Yau Mei 
 
(my host family) 
In this momentary Edinburgh trip, therefrom I learned so much apart from 
the knowledge in books. Travel broadens our horizon much better than 
wide-reading. Thus, the actual experiences let you remember profoundly 
and apply all you have learned in the future.  
 
 
 
 
Edinburgh is a beautiful and 
historic city, which seems 

like you are staying in a mid-century city. Also, it is difficult to find 
a modern building. Same as Hong Kong, there are many hills and 
mountain; my host mother Ms Louise Baker brought me to 
Blackford hill and we saw lots of gorgeous views on the top! I 
guess the various views in Edinburgh brings inspiration to J. K. 
Rowling to write Harry Potter. 
(The Elephant House Cafe) 
 
The unique culture in Scotland must not neglect, whenever there is any 
important assembly or convention, pipe band with Scotland kilts will appear. 
We went to the assembly in George Watson's college and I am really amazed 
by their professional performance. I was blinking in astonishment and I gave 
them a big round of applause. 
(Marshmallow sky in George Watson’s college) 
 
 
The second day is the shadowing day at James Gillespie's High School. 
I found that the education in Western countries is totally different from 
Hong Kong. Mr Archie McGlynn hopes Hong Kong don't separate 
students as 'band1' 'band  2' or even 'band3' because it is actually 
labelling students, as in people are stereotyping 'band 3'as bad 
behaviour and poor academic students. LTPSS has similar education 
methods to James Gillespie's High School, students are separated into 
different groups, however, students may not concentrate and chit-chat 
on class but I have to admit, the atmosphere is so positive and students 
have better critical thinking and incredible creativity. I believe every 
teacher has an enthusiastic heart to improve and teach students, I am 
really appreciating every teacher's contribution; there's a Chinese idiom 'It takes ten years to nurture a tree but a 
hundred years  
to train a person', thank you all the teachers in the world! 
 
 
The Edinburgh Zoo admonished me the problems on the Earth as well, the climate in Scotland supposed to be low; 
in general, winters' average  temperature is 0 Degree Celsius, however, it is only 1 to 8 Degree Celsius in the week 
that we went to Edinburgh. Although the animals in the zoo are so lovely and I enjoyed the happiness of visiting 
them, however, it is quite sad after I knew all of them are endangered animals. It seems like the animals in the cage 
were telling us -  we the human have to stop destroying the earth, over-hunting and ruining their habitats. As the 
good development of human, animals are keep dying and decreasing, we should attach the importance to animal 
protection. Certainly, treasure the things we got and never waste are prescribing the right medicine for an illness of 



the Earth and the animals. Every species on the Earth has right to survive, human 
should not ruin their habitats for satisfied our own desire. 
 
 
 
I enjoyed the Edinburgh study tour so much, thank you Mr To for 
bringing us to Edinburgh. Moreover, I am really appreciating 
school gave me so many  opportunities to learn, and this is the 

third study 
tour in 2016. 
I have 
learned so 
much in this 
year! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Dino Chu 
 
A Memorable Exchange Trip to Edinburgh, Scotland 
 

 (With my host family) 
 
After the trip to Edinburgh, Scotland, 
I have made it back alive, inspired and transformed in every aspect of myself.  
Before I begin to mention my experience throughout the trip, I will be first bringing out some basic facts 
of Scotland and Edinburgh.  
 
(Geography)  
Scotland is located up north-west of England, in which situates up in the temperate regions of the 
northern hemisphere; whilst our destination of our exchange trip, Edinburgh the capital of Scotland 
located in Lothian on the Firth of Forth’s southern shore, in the lowlands. It is the second most populated 
city in Scotland, just outnumbered of that by Glasgow.  
 
My first thoughts of Edinburgh are that it is going to be incredibly rainy, cold, bleak, cloudy and what the 
Scots says it being dreich. However, throughout the entire week, it was something else.  
I could just alienate those adjectives that were used to describe Edinburgh’s climate, the weather was 
dramatic, as if you could feel all of the seasons all at once in a single day from Spring to Winter. Where 
that is never going to happen in Hong Kong, where it is always humid and hot throughout the year.  

          (George 
Watson’s College) 
Alright, enough geography. In which the trip has given me is deeply profound, from the historic 
architectures of the city to the culture of this piece of land.  
 
 

 



(History) 
 

(Peering down from the Edinburgh Castle) 

   
 
Edinburgh is divided into with sections, the famous Old Town and its New Town.  
The Old Town is circa 5 centuries old, whilst the New Town is circa 2 centuries old.  
 
The Old Town is famous for the preserved medieval age to the Reformation era buildings, such as the 
Edinburgh Castle, in which due to the space restrictions, and the advantages of living within the defensive 
wall. Buildings in Edinburgh’s Old Town are some of the earliest forms of high rise residential buildings. 
In which I personally adored it.  
 

(High rise residential buildings in the Old 
Town) 
 



 
Contrary to the Old Town, the New Town of Edinburgh easily differentiates itself from the Old Town as 
the architecture of the New Town significantly looks like those in London, extremely modern, 
encompassed by glass and metal, helping it to stand out of the crowd of archaic architectures.  
 
Buildings in the New Town are mostly used for educational purposes by institutes.  
(Culture) 
The national day of Scotland is considered to be the St. Andrew’s Day held on the 
30th of November of each year. On that day people eat Haggis, Neeps & Tatties,  
which are simply haggis, mashed turnip and potato.  
 
In addition, people will also play a bit of bagpipe ritual notes just to get the atmosphere more festive. 
 

(Haggis Neeps & Tatties) 
 

(All dressed up in their tartan clan kilts)   
(Dinner in serve) 
 
 
 



 
 

(Itineraries) 
 
Sunday, 27th November, 2016 
On our day of arrival, my family and I went around the Edinburgh Old & New Town, for the basic 
understandings of Edinburgh’s history and culture. We have went to the Greyfriars Kirkyard, there we 

stopped by the founder of my host buddy’s school, Mr George Watson. 
(George Watson’s grave).    
 
 

   
(Greyfriars Bobby, the dog who spent 14 years guarding his owner’s grave till its death.) 
 
 
 
 



 During the old days, streets in Edinburgh’s Old Town are so closed 
together that it only spans from a man’s arm reach. (Lady Stair’s Close)  
 
 
 
 

Seen owls, they signifies wisdom, wittiness and nonetheless - Harry 
Potter.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Grassmarket, the place where you can purchase some of the 
most unusual things in town, it has been warned that it could be eerie at night.  
 



At night, we had birthday celebration with my host buddy.  
The party is themed as a Casino Party, though it is only a simulation, no money is involved during  
the party.  
 

Monday 28th November, 2016 
 
On this day, I went to school with my host buddy. It was a luxury for me to wake up that late and got the 
time to eat my breakfast as they lived closely to the school.  
Breakfast is undoubtedly the most important meal of their day, even when time is really tight, they would 
still complete their breakfast before leaving home.  
 

School was relaxer than that of HK, as students are encouraged to be empowerers of themselves. 
Lots of projects for each subject though, the school was also modern technology based too, students have 
their own given school email, very much like our school. Teachers are there to supervise and help only in 
absolute situation.  
 
After school period, students got music and sport practices, such as bagpipe, rugby, football etc...  
 
To be honest, there is nothing called a relaxed learning atmosphere, overall it all come down to the 
student’s discipline. It all comes down to outstanding time management, in which play time and studying 
time is put on a equal sign. Fostering their students under a holistic matter.  
 



    

  
Good Morning Edinburgh! (The Meadows)  
 



Tuesday, 29th November, 2016 

   We had visited the National Museum of Scotland, there is where I am 
most enthralled at. They have all sorts of historic monuments and fossils, here I am able to know more 
about Earth’s history and Scotland’s past.  
 

 The Tyrant Lizard King - Tyrannosaurus rex (Natural History 
Gallery)  
 

  T-rex selfie  
 

Stegosaurus selfie  
 



 Dolly the Cloned Sheep (Stuffed specimen)  
 
 

The Elephant Cafe 

                  The Elephant Cafe is the place of inspiration to J.K. Rowling; 
the writer of Harry Potter, from here I could feel how J.K. Rowling got her inspiration for Harry Potter.

   Scottish specialty drink galore (Iron Brew)  

 Coffee!  



 I guess it is time for us to unplugged, let creativity kick it and enjoy a cup 
of coffee.  
 

 
 
 
 

The University of Edinburgh  
 



                                 

               
                                                                                              (Medical School)  
 

 
I had a wonderful time talking things related to palaeontology with Palaeobiologist, Elsa Panciroli. 
I have what are the requirements and concerns on studying palaeontology in the UK, which is relating to 
my future career and prospect.  



 (Scottish National Gallery)  
 
Wednesday 30th November, 2016  
 

We have spent an entire day in this zoo, I love the animals in the zoo, they 
all look energetic, they must be cared by scrupulous hands. However, still these animals are still living 
under captivity, it would be tremendous if they could be release back to their natural habitat.  
 
We have also learnt about the 5 factors that drove animals towards extinction, they are: 
invasive species, illegal black market trades, over-hunting, pollution and habitat lost.  
Which has sadden me as an animal lover, we all should stay away from animal products that are obtained 
via the methods from above.  

(King penguins)  
 



(Majestic Tiger)  
 
 

(Pelican selfie)  
 

(Sunset hue in George Watson’s College)  
 
 

Thursday, 1st December, 2016  

 
Scottish Parliament Building   
 
 



I’ve realised there are quotes engraved on the wall which I have heard that 
they are there to remind the politicians and the public about some intricate ideology about morals and 
humanity.  
 
I have also visited the Edinburgh Castle, which have withstood the testament through time.  
A place of secrecy and respect to those Scotsman who lost their lives during the two world wars, whilst 
serving their country.  
 

Sharing my knowledge on palaeontology with my host buddy, he studies 
geography, chemistry and biology too, get to know someone who’s got a common interest with me!  
 

Friday, 2nd December, 2016 

The SCEN conference, achieving the ultimate goal of this trip - a 
cultural exchange between China and Scotland.  



 

 

      
We had Chinese food (Saigon Saigon restaurant)  
 

Saturday, 3rd December, 2016 
 

I have seen a rugby match prior to my departure back to HK, 
although I do not play rugby, I could still feel the zestful atmosphere among the spectator stand.  
Sparks up my interest in playing rugby.  
 



                                       
 
This would probably be one of the last overseas experiential learning trip for me throughout my 
secondary school life, I will have to thank the school for providing such an opportunity to broaden my 
horizon. I would also want to thank my host family for hosting me as well as showcasing what time 
management really is. Credits to them, for changing my bad habit. 
 
And credits for Mr To, for doing a great job for his leadership throughout the trip.  
The trips gives me a chance to learn what is outside for my classroom, whilst being fun. This is what I 
call a well-balanced study tour where learning and being a tourist reaches a consensus, and it would 
definitely be one of my most unforgettable moment in my secondary school life.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TWGHs Kwok Yat Wai College 
 
Chan Kwok Keung, Harry  
 
This is my first time I have been Edinburgh. I really had an amazing and unforgettable experience there. 
The main purpose of this Scotland trip is to attend the Youth Summit that is organized by Scotland China 
Education Network. And we attended the summit on the fifth day of the trip. During the trip, I visited 
some famous landmarks in Edinburgh and had experienced a whole day lessons with my buddy in 
Boroughmuir High School. 
 
First of all, the environment of Edinburgh is very great. Although Edinburgh is bigger than Hong Kong, 
the population is less than Hong Kong. It is a very relaxing environment for living and studying in 
Edinburgh. Since Hong Kong is a fast-paced and busy city, people who live in Hong Kong always feel 
very stressful. Also, when I went to Boroughmuir High School to have a one-day lessons. It is a very 
famous public school in Edinburgh. I found the school environment is more relax than in Hong Kong but 
their students' attitude is more serious than Hong Kong students. I think this is the different between us. If 
Hong Kong study environment like that, I think some students will not pay attention in the lessons 
anymore but the students in Edinburgh will not. 
 
Secondly, in the Youth Summit, there were near 600 students and teachers came from different schools in 
Hong Kong and Edinburgh. The students shared their experience in learning Mandarin and shared their 
study result in Chinese such as Chinese dancing, music and Peking opera. I heard that many students in 
Edinburgh thought learning Mandarin was interesting and important. We all know that Mandarin is one of 
the hardest language but they still love to learn it. Comparatively, English is more easy to learn. Why are 
we afraid of learning English? Why cannot we like them? I think we should learn from them. We should 
enjoy learning other language. 
 
On the whole, I have many unforgettable memories such as my first time living with host family and they 
are very kind and warm. The trip is a wonderful and educational. I really learn a lot in the trip. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Tse Ka Kui, Kevin 
 
The warmest period of time during December. 
 
I was in Scotland because of SCEN program. I did not expect that Scottish people who are learning 
Mandarin, Chinese characters and culture. I was really impressed.  
 
First of all, as a Chinese, I totally understand learning a new language is not that easy, especially learning 
English because Chinese and English are completely different.  For example, pronunciation, alphabet and 
grammar. I have learnt English since I was 6 years old. But I am not able to speak English as well as 
native people even I grow up under the diversity environment, Hong Kong. English is one of the official 
language in Hong Kong. I need to learn English because of the curriculum. When I was in Scotland, I did 
not believe that my host brother was studying Chinese because he wanted to understand more about 
China.  He wanted to communicate with Chinese people and understand Chinese philosophy. But they 
might learn it difficultly as they did not have a rich Chinese environment to practise the language in 
Scotland. Actually there are many Spanish, Italian and French in Scotland. If they learn those languages, 
they can get a chance to practise easily. But they do not give up no matter the environment issue. They 
still learn Mandarin. I think we should learn their learning attitude. 
 
Secondly, one of the important part of whole program is participating in the Youth Summit. I really 
cannot believe my sense because of those participants in the Youth Summit were able to speak Mandarin 
as well and they were really interested in Chinese culture even better than me, especially the speakers of 
the Youth Summit. Some of them have already traveled some famous cities in China which I have not 
been there yet. One thought made me unforgettable which were those students from different schools in 
Scotland. They tried to present their experiences about how difficult they learnt Mandarin even their 
pronunciation was not that accurate but at least they tried to speak in front of the audience. It needs tons 
of courage to go on. I also shared my experience to the audience in the summit so I really understand the 
feeling when you stand on the stage and speak in another language  
 
Finally, I am deeply grateful to attend the youth summit. I learnt more than I thought.   The world is 
changing. We all need to learn from each other. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 Ng Lai Yin, Tommy  
 
I am in Hong Kong now. Although it is cold in Scotland, I have an unforgettable warm memory there. 
 
The purpose of the trip is to learn more about Scottish culture and attend the Fifth SCEN Youth Summit 
to share a presentation about learning in Hong Kong. It is a short week in Scotland, but I have a long 
story. 
 
First of all, let me share about the program with you. We visited a lot of landmarks in Edinburgh. For 
example, Prince street, Edinburgh zoo, the elephant house etc. Moreover, we went to school with our 
buddies and attended the Youth Summit. 
 
It is an enjoyable and unforgettable study tour. I lived with two buddies. One was called Tom who was a 
boy from a Scottish family and the other one was called Jia Wen who was a girl from Malaysian family. 
My two buddies came from Boroughmia High School which was a famous aided high school. The first 
three days, I lived with Tom. He could play piano very well. His family and he were very kind to me. I 
had breakfast and dinner with them. The food was very traditional and delicious. They took good care of 
me. Another three days, I lived with Jia Wen who lived a small house. Although it was small, it was a 
very warm home. When I lived in her home, I was very sorry that she needed to give her bedroom to me 
and she slept in the living room. She was a very kind and friendly. She and her family take care of me 
with their warm hearts. 
 
One of my favorite part of the trip is visiting Boroughmia High School because I can know about students 
in Scotland, how they learn and study. My bubby told me that they could choose six subjects that they 
liked. I was amazed that they still chose Mandarin which was a difficult language for them. I thought that 
we should learn their learning attitude. Although the subject is difficult, they still work hard and never 
give up. I really learn a lot from them. There are a lot of students from different countries in school. They 
help and take care of each other. They are sincere. 
 
Before the trip, I am worried I can't talk with the foreigner. But after the trip, I become more confidence 
of talking with them. They are very nice and outgoing. I chat with them more easily. Also I learn the 
attitude from Scottish. They do not care about sex or race. They help people in need. Even I am a Chinese, 
they are still willing to take care of me. 
 
Finally, I really enjoy the trip. Thank you for the leading teachers, Mr To from Law Ting Pong Secondary 
School and Ms Yip from my school. They look after us carefully and patiently. I also thank my school for 
giving me a chance for this educational trip. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HKTA the Yuen Yuen Institute No.1 Secondary School 
         
Chueng Ka Ying, Angie 
 
I am very honored to be able to go to Edinburgh on the SCEN delegation. My host family treated me very 
well. They were friendly and they often had chats with me. They told me a lot about Edinburgh and 
Scottish culture. They even cooked some authentic Scottish food for me. It was really awesome.  
 
My host parents’ house was very close to the airport. It was a detached house and therefore it was very 
spacious. There was a big garden. This was where I usually had chats with my host sister. Also they had a 
planting room in which they had planted some fruits and vegetables. They have taught me how to grow 
some strawberries and herbs as well. Sometimes, I could even see some cute squirrels crawling up and 
down the trees. We would not have this kind of experience in Hong Kong. 
 
On the second day of the trip, I could go to our sister school, Royal High School. I had the chance to 
study with some local students. Their classroom setting and teaching approach are very different from 
those in Hong Kong. At junior levels, each teacher teaches a class and students stays in their classroom 
for most of the lessons. For senior students, once they finish a lesson, they need to go to another 
classroom for the next subject. Very luckily, I had the chance to have a lesson in their woodwork room. I 
was so amazed that the room was so well-equipped, students could do the work from the design to the 
production of their products. I made a pencil case for my sister. I had tried other subjects as well, 
including English, French, mathematics and chemistry. 
 
Edinburgh is composed of The Old Town and The New Town. They are listed as a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. In Edinburgh, you can see a lot of old buildings which are very well conserved. 
 
Among all the attractions, I like the National Museum of Scotland and Edinburgh Zoo the most.  The 
visits to these two places were exciting to me as I could see many antiques in the museum, such as 
traditional vehicles, accessories, television sets, boats, trains, phones and so on. Besides, Edinburgh Zoo 
was amazing, it housed many exotic animals, for example penguins, pandas, lions and monkeys. 
Therefore, I found these visits very exciting. 
 
Undoubtedly, the trip was an eye-opening experience for me and I love Edinburgh very much. I hope I 
can have the chance to go there again with my mom and dad. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ng Huen Huen, Joey 
 
The trip to Edinburgh has benefited me a lot because I could learn and see so many things during the trip. 
But the most important thing was that I had a very welcoming host family. They made my stay in there 
very warm and comfortable. Therefore I enjoyed my days in Edinburgh a lot.  
 
At first I was quite worried as my English was not very fluent and I had very little experience 
communicating with foreigners. To my surprise, my host parents were very clever. They used their cell 
phone translator to help translate their words into Chinese when they first met me at the meeting point. 
Also, they spoke in a fairly slow way so that I could understand them more easily. So I thought I was very 
lucky to have such nice and thoughtful host parents. 
 
I could still remember the time when they met me, they gave me a big hug. I would never forget that. 
Besides, they gave me a scarf with earmuffs and a pair of gloves as it was very cold in Edinburgh. I was 
really touched by what they had treated me as I was only a stranger to them. So I think I will keep these 
presents for a lifetime because they are so precious to me. 
 
Every day when they drove me to school or the meeting point, they would tell me things about Scottish 
culture and their life in Edinburgh. Gradually, I could get used to their speech and    understand their 
stories more easily.  
 
At night my host mom, Saj, would prepare dinner for us. My host sister, Shaaray, and I would help her 
spread the table and wash the dishes. After dinner, we would usually chat in the sitting room. Before they 
went to bed, they would usually say, ‘Good night, Joey. Have a sweet dream’. 
 
In the morning, we usually woke up at 6:45a.m.. It was very cold even if there was heating. We all kindly 
greeted each other before we had breakfast. Then Shaaray and I would walk to school together. On the 
way, we met some of her friends and they were very friendly. So I had made some friends there. 
 
In fact the trip was a real eye-opener for me as I could learn how to get along with people of different 
cultural backgrounds and ages. Besides, I had to sort out all the things for myself as this was the first time 
I travelled on my own and stayed at a host family’s house for a week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Yip Chun Wah, Martin 
 
In this unforgettable trip, we went to so many famous landmarks in Edinburgh. For example, we went to 
National Museum of Scotland, Edinburgh Castle, Scottish National Gallery and Prince’s Street. 
 
First of all, let me tell you what I saw and learned in there. In the National Museum of Scotland, we could 
see so many interesting exhibits, I like the jet fighters used in World War I the most. Besides, we could 
learn the history and culture of Edinburgh.  
 
Also, we went to Elephant House café where J.K. Rowling wrote Harry Potter. When I went into the shop, 
I could drink a cup of coffee and look at Edinburgh Castle through the large window in the coffee shop. 
Also, I felt very relaxed and enjoyable in the café. 
 
Next, we went to University of Edinburgh where we had lunch there. I was a bit disappointed because 
most of the places in the university were out of bound. 
 
For the Scottish Parliament Building and Scottish National Gallery, the visits were a bit rush, we did not 
have enough time to walk around there. Luckily, my host family took me there to have a quick tour on 
one of the days. And so I could still learn some knowledge about them. 
 
Besides, we had the chance to visit Edinburgh Zoo, it housed so many kinds of animals. However, I felt 
bored with the park because I had been to zoos in different countries. Moreover,  the food sold there was 
very expensive. However, the design of the pavilions in the zoo was great. They looked like a real forest. 
 
My favourite part of this trip was Edinburgh Castle. It was my first time to see a real castle and the view 
of the castle was beautiful. I simply didn’t want to go. I could also learn some facts about the history of 
the royal family. 
 
Prince’s Street was our meeting point. There were stalls selling some bargain items. However, you can 
also buy some expensive things in there. 
 
Although the trip was a bit short, we could learn some basic knowledge about Scottish culture and I 
learned plenty of new words and the way to speak better English.  
 
Last but not least I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr. To and Ms. Yip, our chaperone 
teachers, for looking after us during the trip. Their kindness and great coordination made our trip very 
fruitful. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tsung Tsin Christian Academy 
 
Teddy Chiu 
 
In the National Museum of Scotland , I learned how annoying is taking the photo because on the going to 
the National Museum of Scotland because of a group of student continue taking the photo and continue 
stay in the same place and this a route that only need 30 minutes become almost one hour and this is 
extremely annoying for delay so long and this decrease the time for visiting the museum . At the 
University of Edinburgh , I learned not to action so fast because the lunch we need to eat there and I 
didn’t buy anything to eat , but my friend who buy the lunch there say the lunch is so uneatable at last I 
learned not to action so fast may be can help you . In the Edinburgh Zoo , I learned the importance of 
planning , because many people may only walk all around the park but have no time to buy gift but I and 
my friend planned to see the animal that not easy to be seen in the zoo in Asia and we get enough time to 
buy the souvenir this let me learn the importance of  planning . 
 
And also in the host family I learn that we really use too much telephone . In Hong Kong , we use the 
mobile phone all the time even though it is on the street or eating in the restaurant we also use the mobile 
phone but in Scotland I had never seen a people on the street are using the mobile phone or eating they 
also do not use the mobile phone at all . They will only use it in free time this make me learn that we 
really use too much mobile phone.  
 
 In the creativity centre since we have the presentation inside but still I learned that never treat you are the 
best for doing everything during presentation my schoolmate who said she will do the presentation and 
said me and my friend no need to do it but at last she failed even is saying the Cantonese also failed I just 
can say nothing but only learned that never think you are the best.  
 
Last but not least, in the school of the Edinburgh , I learned that the people who are clever actually not 
really being trained since during the shadowing day I actually saw the student is learning with happiness 
and enjoying and they are very clever .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Katrina Leung 
 
It is a meaningful trip, I have learnt lots of things during the trip.  
 
First of all, I have been more comprehend Scotland history and culture. We went to the Edinburgh  
Castle . Undoubtedly, Edinburgh Castle is a world famous icon of Scotland and part of the old and new 
towns of Edinburgh ' s world heritage site. In there I have learnt the history of Scotland.   
 
Secondly, I went to the National Museum of Scotland and Scottish National Gallery. I found that it was 
definitely worth a visit. In National Museum, there are literally something here for everyone from 
dressing up for children to aeroplane for adults. The exhibits and games can let you more understand. 
Nevertheless, the  National Gallery outside looks like a Greek temple and it gave me first impression is 
very imposing and beautiful. There have fabulous paintings, you shouldn't miss it.  
 
Thirdly, we went to the zoo to learn how to protect the animal who are going to become extinct. For 
hence, we don't buy the fur clothing .In the society, we shouldn't destroy their habitat.  
 
Finally, when you walked around the prince's street .The views are fantastic from there, it is filled with all 
standard clothiers shop, cafe .  
 
I think the different between Scotland and Hong Kong is Scotland doesn't be fast paced, they enjoy their 
life as well. However, Hong Kong people always do any things quickly because we chasing the time.  
As far as I am concerned, the trip gave me many wonderful memory and great experience in Edinburgh , I 
have learnt the Scotland history, culture, life go though this trip. Thank you for TTCA gave a precious 
chance to do it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Jonathan Chiu 
 
It was an unforgettable, enjoyable and knowledgeable trip to Scotland. During the time staying there, we 
went to different iconic, cultural places of Edinburgh such as the Edinburgh Castle, National Museum of 
Scotland, etc. I could find out some of the interesting culture and history there. Instead of going to those 
places, I'm grate that I'm able to experience the atmosphere in Edinburgh like the slow-paced and more 
friendly, harmonic society, listening to the spectacular sounds of the bag pipe, the Edinburgh's living 
lifestyles, etc. But most importantly, from the summit organized by the 'Scotland China Education 
Network', I learned about the developments on the relationships, knowledge exchange, culture exchange 
between Scotland and China. Now I have understood more deeply that the effectiveness of two different 
societies together is very strong that both could actually be beneficial to each other heavily. Not just 
summit, the shadowing day to the Edinburgh Academy was very meaning. I have found a lot of 
difference in subjects, the school campus, extra-curricular activities and teaching styles between schools 
in Edinburgh and Hong Kong like different level in mathematics and other languages such as Latin. 
In this trip, I have experienced a lot, discovered a lot, and learned a lot. I hope that I would be able to 
participate in this kind of exchange trips next time. 
 
 


